
All Together October 2021

October has crept upon us, bringing with it some cooler nights and tales
of ghosts and witches! However it’s not all scary, October also marks
Black History Month and some other interesting events which you can
read all about below, accompanied by some tasks for you to give a go. It
might be getting darker earlier, but that just calls for nights in with a cup
of hot chocolate — or maybe even a pumpkin spiced latte. If you haven’t
tried one, they’re delicious!

October marks Black History Month in the UK. The event was
officially recognised by the US government in 1976, and first celebrated
in the UK in 1987. People from African and Caribbean backgrounds
have been a fundamental part of British history for centuries. However,
campaigners believe their value and contribution to society is often
overlooked, ignored or distorted. Most schools still teach a history
curriculum which focuses on traditional events and the achievements of
white figures. Black History Month gives everyone the opportunity to
share, celebrate and understand the impact of black heritage and
culture. More recently, greater attention has been paid to the importance
of the Windrush generation and the Black Lives Matter movement,
especially since the death of George Floyd in May 2020.

Task: We’re having a poetry workshop celebrating black voices on 25th
October, why not come along? In this poem “History Lesson” by Natasha
Trethewey, the author uses mood, symbolism and imagery to describe
the racial segregation people of colour faced in the past compared to
more recent times, where equality is improved and celebrated. Have a
read through and think about what feelings it conjures up for you.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-43782241
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-53273381
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/cv7wlylxzg1t/george-floyd-death


History Lesson
By Natasha Trethewey

I am four in this photograph, standing
on a wide strip of Mississippi beach,
my hands on the flowered hips
of a bright bikini. My toes dig in,
curl around wet sand. The sun cuts
the rippling Gulf in flashes with each
tidal rush. Minnows dart at my feet
glinting like switchblades. I am alone
except for my grandmother, other side
of the camera, telling me how to pose.
It is 1970, two years after they opened
the rest of this beach to us,
forty years since the photograph
where she stood on a narrow plot
of sand marked colored, smiling,
her hands on the flowered hips
of a cotton meal-sack dress.

4th October is World Animal Day. The people who organise it want to
make a world where animals are respected, recognised and kept safe.

Task: We want you to celebrate yourself and animals at the same time!
If you could compare yourself to one animal, what would it be? Take a
pen and paper and draw your animal, it doesn’t matter if it’s not very
good! All around your animal, write words to describe it, and reasons
why you chose it. Maybe you’ll draw a dog, because you’re loyal, smart,
and cuddly. Or a lion, because you’re strong, bossy but love to sleep!

16th October is World Singing Day! Each year on the 3rd Saturday in
October, people all over the world gather in groups of all sizes to sing all
kinds of songs to celebrate being together. Everyone, from shower
singers to celebrities, can sing. And that includes you.



Task: Is there a song that you love singing to? What is it you love about
that song? See if you can find it and listen to it, or if you know the words
give singing it a go whether that’s to yourself at home or in front of family
and friends, and get them to join in! Alternatively, ever wanted to join a
choir? This could be the time!

Halloween is a holiday celebrated each year on 31st October.  The
tradition originated with the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when
people would light bonfires and wear costumes to ward off ghosts. In the
eighth century, Pope Gregory III designated 1st November as a time to
honor all saints. Soon, All Saints Day incorporated some of the traditions
of Samhain. The evening before was known as All Hallows Eve, and
later Halloween. Over time, Halloween evolved into a day of activities
like trick-or-treating, carving pumpkins, festive gatherings, donning
costumes and eating treats.

Task: See how many words you can find in our Halloween word search
included below.




